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ωWatt =Unit of power

ωhow we talk about system size 

ωhow we talk about system costs

ωKilowatt = 1000 watts

ωan average residential system is ~5 Kilowatts

ωKilowatt-Hour (kWh) = Unit of energy

ω the product of the PV system (1 to 1.5kWh/watt in OR)

ωwhat you are paying for on your electric bill

Definitions:



3.2kW Residential Photovoltaic System

Photo courtesy of Dave and Robin Strahan
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Residential PV Systems Installed Under State 
Tax Credit Program in Oregon 



Average Residential PV System Size and Cost in Oregon 



Photovoltaic System Pricing Trends: Historical, Recent, and Near-Term Projections 
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Where does Oregon Stand?
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Volume Matters!
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Volume Matters!



Residential PV System Cost by Component

Source:  LBNL german-price-presentation  September 2012, 2011 data
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